Ch. 12 L.1 Notes

How and why has the US been involved 
in the Middle East and Afghanistan (Asia)?

When Iraq invaded Kuwait to take their oil fields in the early 1990s, the United States helped free Kuwait. The presence of the American military in the Muslim country of Saudi Arabia in preparation for this war led to the formation of the al Qaeda terrorist group against the United States. Al Qaeda masterminded the attack on the World Trade Center on September 11, 2001. This led the United States to overthrow the governments of Afghanistan, which was harboring al Qaeda, and Iraq, which the United States mistakenly believed was developing weapons of mass destruction. The United States continues to support the creation of democratic governments in Afghanistan and Iraq with American troops and to support Israel’s right to exist.

How and why has the US been involved in Central America and the Caribbean?
The United States has been involved in Central America [Mexico] and the Caribbean [Haiti and Cuba] since the 19th century. American business investments in the region led to American military interests and involvement. The United States has a military base at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba. Immigrants from Central American and Caribbean countries regions have impacted American policy.n Central America and the Caribbean?
How and why has the US been involved in Africa and the Balkans?

The United States has limited its involvement to diplomacy and humanitarian aid to drought stricken and war-torn areas in Africa [Somalia, Darfur]. The United States used military and diplomatic power to stop the human rights violations and ethnic cleansing in the Balkan region of Europe [Serbia and Croatia].

How and why has the US been involved in Asia?

The United States has also been involved in Asia: the Far East [China], the near east [Russia] and southwest Asia [Afghanistan]. The Chinese economy is quickly increasing to rival the United States’ economy and the U.S. trade relations with China are of concern. Russia also represents a growing economy and a nuclear power. The United States continues to have troops in Afghanistan.

How and why has the US been involved in Afghanistan and Iraq?

Before the fall of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s, US foreign policy was centered around containment of Communism. The Cold War influenced all American foreign affairs for almost a half-century. In the years since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the United States has been the dominant military power.  As a result of the attacks of September 11, 2001, the United States has taken a leading role in fighting global terrorism. 

The US has focused on the terrorist group known as al Qaeda, led by Osama bin Laden by taking military action in Afghanistan, against the Taliban government suspected of protecting bin Laden. The Taliban government in Afghanistan was defeated and a newly elected democratic government is beginning a new era. Also, the US has taken military action against the Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein, who was suspected of developing weapons of mass destruction. The Saddam Hussein-led government in Iraq was defeated. However, no weapons of mass destruction have been found. Free elections were held in Iraq; however, the fighting between competing groups of Islamic militants threatens to overturn the new democratic government. 

The United States continues to be involved in both military and diplomatic efforts to the establishment of democratic governments in each nation and to the rebuilding process in Afghanistan and Iraq.

How is globalization affecting the US’s economic power?

Although the United States continues to be a leading world economic power, this is changing due to worldwide globalization of trade. Globalization allows for people and products to freely travel from one nation to another. The economies of many nations are greatly affected by one another. One example is that labor costs are lower in some parts of the world and therefore companies are able to produce goods at lower costs in developing countries. Consequently, some countries lose jobs as other countries gain them. The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the European Union (EU), and the rising influence of China are examples of globalization that have helped to increase international trade but have had a negative impact on some industries and jobs in the United States.
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What is the cause and effect between human actions and the environment in the area of oil production, coal mining, population growth and consumerism, and the growth of transportation?

People change the environment; these changes have consequences. Humans have changed the environment due to the production of oil, natural gas, and petroleum products, coal mining, increasing urban population and consumerism, and the expansion of transportation networks. Each of these activities involves the creation of byproducts that contribute to pollution of the environment. Pollutants contribute to air and water pollution, impact the atmosphere and contribute to global warming. Global warming has resulted from the hole in the ozone layer caused by pollutants and led to the melting of the polar ice caps. *  Concerns about global warming and about the worldwide extinction of plants and animals have prompted conservation efforts. Increases in world population and the demand this places on limited world resources has resulted in an increased awareness that Americans use more resources and create more pollution than others in industrialized nations. However, this has not resulted in significant policy changes in the United States.

