Ch. 10 L.4 Notes

5.5.5 Explain the political alliances and policies that impacted the United States in the latter part of the twentieth century, including the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the United Nations, and the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 5-6.6 Compare the position of the United States on the world stage following World War I, World War II, and the collapse of the communist states.

1. How did OPEC impact the US in the last part of the twentieth century?

OPEC stands for “Organization of _______________________ Exporting Countries.”  It was started by nations that produce petroleum (oil)  products to set the rate of petroleum production and the ___________.  Since the US uses a lot of __________ oil, we must work with OPEC to make sure we get the amount of petroleum products that we need.

2. Why is there conflict in the Middle East, and why is the US involved?

a. _______ is one reason for much of the conflict in the Middle East. The US depends on oil from the Middle East (Saudi Arabia, Iran, and ____________).  The US, which depends on oil from the Middle East, helped _______________ fight against Iraq in the early 1990s when Iraq tried to take over Kuwait’s oil fields.  

b. Religion also causes much conflict.  Islam (Muslims), Judaism (Jews), and _________________________ are three major religions in this area.  Israel was formed after ___________ as a Jewish country and is supported by the US.   ___________________, a Muslim country, is Israel’s enemy.  This has caused many wars and _____________________ in this area.   The US supports the formation of ________________ in Afghanistan and Iraq and also supports Israel’s right to exist.

3. How has technology such as the Internet changed our culture?

Since the early 1990s, improvements in computers, especially in the area of the ______________________, have changed the way that we can _______________ with others around the world.

4. Compare the power of the US after World War I, World War II, the collapse of the communist states, and today.

The power of the US grew steadily since WWI, but our role as a world leader is now in question.

a. post-WWI: US becomes _____________________, with Congress passing the __________________________ Acts to avoid involvement in more wars.  US becomes involved in WWII after Pearl Harbor.

b. post-WWII:  US active in world affairs due to the __________ War.  Under the ________________ Plan, we helped rebuild Europe.  US fought in the Korean Conflict and Vietnam War as a part of the __________________ policy.  US isolated Cuba, supporting pro-American dictators in _______ America.  US supported Israel.  US became military superpower with nuclear weapons and _________ technology.

c. collapse of communism: US became a  _______________________, diplomatic, and military superpower.

d. Today: US decisions about war in the Middle East, our ____________ policy, and global warming are unpopular in many countries.  The US military is struggling in Afghanistan and _____________________.
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5.5.5 Explain the political alliances and policies that impacted the United States in the latter part of the twentieth century, including the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the United Nations, and the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC). 5-6.6 Compare the position of the United States on the world stage following World War I, World War II, and the collapse of the communist states.

1. How did OPEC impact the US in the last part of the twentieth century?

OPEC stands for “Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries.”  It was started by nations that produce petroleum (oil)  products to set the rate of petroleum production and the prices.  Since the US uses a lot of imported oil, we must work with OPEC to make sure we get the amount of petroleum products that we need.

2. Why is there conflict in the Middle East, and why is the US involved?

a. Oil is one reason for much of the conflict in the Middle East. The US depends on oil from the Middle East (Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Iraq).  The US, which depends on oil from the Middle East, helped Kuwait fight against Iraq in the early 1990s when Iraq tried to take over Kuwait’s oil fields.  

b. Religion also causes much conflict.  Islam (Muslims), Judaism (Jews), and Christianity are three major religions in this area.  Israel was formed after WWII as a Jewish country and is supported by the US.   Palestine, a Muslim country, is Israel’s enemy.  This has caused many wars and terrorism in this area.   The US supports the formation of democracies in Afghanistan and Iraq and also supports Israel’s right to exist.

3. How has technology such as the Internet changed our culture?

Since the early 1990s, improvements in computers, especially in the area of the Internet, have changed the way that we can communicate with others around the world.

4. Compare the power of the US after World War I, World War II, the collapse of the communist states, and today.

The power of the US grew steadily since WWI, but our role as a world leader is now in question.

a. post-WWI: US becomes isolationist, with Congress passing the Neutrality Acts to avoid involvement in more wars.  US becomes involved in WWII after Pearl Harbor.

b. post-WWII:  US active in world affairs due to the Cold War.  Under the Marshall Plan, we helped rebuild Europe.  US fought in the Korean Conflict and Vietnam War as a part of the containment policy.  US isolated Cuba, supporting pro-American dictators in Latin America.  US supported Israel.  US became military superpower with nuclear weapons and space technology.

c. collapse of communism: US became economic, diplomatic, and military superpower.

d. Today: US decisions about war in the Middle East, our energy policy, and global warming are unpopular in many countries.  The US military is struggling in Afghanistan and Iraq.

